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Overview and Rationale

Interviewing skills are essential to good journalism.  In a diverse population, students must recognize the need to get opinions that represent all groups.  This lesson will show students that one issue can have a wide range of perspectives.

Goals for Understanding:

Upon completion of this lesson, students will be able to:

· recognize that diverse groups make up a community

· interview a cross section of the community to get a more accurate picture of the prevailing opinion

· compare and contrast the varying responses of different cultural representatives

Essential Questions

When writing about an issue, why is it important to interview people from a wide range of backgrounds?

Critical Engagement Questions

Where do the voices of a story come from?

How can we write a story with voices that represent our local community?

Activities


Activity One (55 minutes)

· The teacher will begin by leading a discussion on what influences people’s opinions. 

· Together, students will brainstorm and list on the board issues that affect the school, community, or the student body.  Be sure to keep this to a local or campus issue.  This will make it more personal to those being interviewed and should produce better quotes.

· When students have decided on an issue, begin brainstorming and list on the board some possible interview questions.  

· The teacher will lead the class in choosing five questions.  All students will be using the same five questions in interviews, which they will conduct in the next activity.

Activity Two (55 minutes)

· Help students identify the different subgroups of the school.  For example, all students are Broken Arrow Senior High Students, but not all are boys. Help them to understand that diversity does not just come from race, but can also be generated by things such as income, gender, nationality, and religion.

· Send students out to find and interview five people who represent five different subgroups within the school.  (Make sure all identified subgroups are covered.) They will all be using the list of questions that were agreed upon in the previous day’s discussion. In addition to the name of the student, they should also indicate on each quote, which subgroup is represented. 

· Before they leave, review interviewing techniques. They cannot interview anyone that has already been interviewed by their classmates, and they cannot disrupt any classes.  Tell them to check in the library, cafeteria, counselor’s office, etc. to find students to interview.

· Students should return to class by the end of the period.

Activity Three (55 minutes)

· Create a graffiti wall with butcher paper on one side of the room.

· With colored pens, divide the paper into sections labeled for each of the identified subgroups in your school.

· Have students use the color-coded pens to write each of their quotes in the correct subgroup.  Students should then turn their interviews in to the instructor.

· In a group discussion, compare and contrast the responses of the interviewees.

· Have students discuss how the responses vary throughout the school and within and between subgroups.  Students should look for and identify patterns and exceptions.  You should help students to see that not everyone in a particular subgroup thinks alike, just as not everyone in the school community thinks alike. This is why it is so important to interview a wide cross section of the community.

· Assessment will be based on participation in each discussion and completion of 5 interviews with the 5 questions.

Assessment 2 (55 minutes)

· Students will write stories 500 to 750 words in length discussing the local issue identified in activity one.  They will incorporate the quotes gained from the interviews they conducted in activity two.  They will use these quotes to show the varying viewpoints of the local community.

· Assessment will be based on strength of the story and incorporation of differing viewpoints.  
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